Vibrato Development

VIBRATO - is the pulsating change in the pitch which adds warmth and expression to the tone.
These changes are slight and must be flexible and fluid.

After a student demonstrates proper breath support and is competent in tone production, vibrato may
begin to develop naturally. Some exercises to assist in developing vibrato are below. These exercises
are one way to approach this skill.

Using the diaphragm, create pulses of air to create a variation in the airstream while playing a
sustained pitch. Try using different pitches each time you try the exercise. At first, this should be very
exaggerated and will not sound nice. That’s ok! Make sure you can master each rhythm at 60 beats
per minute before moving up to the next (quicker) rhythm. Please note that it is reasonable to spend
considerable time at each speed. Once you have mastered each rhythm individually, begin to add
them together as shown in example 6. The ultimate goal is to be able to vary the speed and dynamics
of your vibrato all within one sustained pitch. Listen to examples of classically trained singers. The
oboe’s singing tone closely resembles that of a singer.

Example #1 arr. J. Grasso

J=60
>SS SS>SS>S>>D> >DO>>>>>>>>>>> >

| DN (-eY) [ORAN| DRNOS DANSSE WO RSN [ |
RN R e Sy e —

| 3 ] 1 | ) 1 | 1 ¥ ] ]
3 3 3 g 3 3 3 3
Example #2 .
. e o 45
S>S>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> >>>>>>>>>S>>S>>D> >
Example #3
" - o~

> OS> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >




Example #4
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Once you’ve mastered pulsing rhythms individually, try putting them together.

Experiment with dynamics, too.
Example #6
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